Gina Mama's Fake vs Real Birkenstocks Checklist

Print this before you buy. Updated 2025 - ilovebirkenstocks.com

Authentic — What to See Red Flags — What to Avoid

Buy Source

Box & Label

Footbed Logos

Sizing Marks

Soles/Tread

Uppers &
Hardware

Weight & Flex
Odor Test
Hidden
Markings

Color & Finish

Origin

Authorized retailer; use Birkenstock store locator;
normal pricing (select styles on sale only).

Branded blue (or kids’ white/blue, or black for
limited); sticker matches style, color, material, size
& width; consistent product code.

Original: yellow (older) or black (newer). Soft
Footbed: blue. Leather icon may be old 'Brand
Sohle Leder' or newer icon without text.

EU size with L/M translation (e.g., 41 = L10 / M8);
footprint icon matches width.

EVA with interlocking 'bone/Y' pattern; 'Birk’
imprints present; sport soles have rugged pattern;
shoes/boots use model-specific tread.

Thick leather or Birko-Flor with soft lining
underside; clean cuts; buckles engraved
'‘Birken/Birk/Birkenstock' (matte/brushed).

Lightweight; cork footbed has firm support and
slight flex only.

Natural cork/leather or neutral synthetic smell.

Subtle batch numbers embossed in footbed;
numbers under leather straps; occasional serial
under top buckle (esp. kids).

Rich, even color with natural texture; consistent
proportions and stitching.

Made in Germany (sandals) or Portugal (many
closed-toe/Papillio).

Third-party marketplaces, new sites with huge
discounts, all styles 40—-70% off.

Plain/unbranded box; missing sticker; mismatched
details; random German words; wrong product code
or color.

Misspelled brand, wrong color for footbed type,
sloppy/offset prints, missing leather icon.

Wrong conversions (e.g., L10.5 for 41), inconsistent
fonts/placement.

No 'Birk' marks; oversized/uneven pattern;
completely flat or generic rubber.

Thin plasticky straps; rough white underside; visible
glue; overly shiny buckles; weak/uneven engraving.

Heavy/clunky; bends heel-to-toe easily (except
all-EVA styles).

Strong chemical/plastic odor.

Missing or crudely printed numbers; odd
fonts/locations.

Flat/dull or overly glossy color; crooked stitching;
rough edges/notches.

Any 'Made in China' label or other countries.

Quick rule: if price or details look too good to be true, buy from an authorized Birkenstock retailer instead.



